Week’s GI Combat Toll 
Is Lowest of Offensive 

SAIGON, March. 27 (AP) — ^Atnericain battlefield deaths 
in Vietnam dropped 25 per cent last weefe to 266, the 
lowest weekly toll of the enemy’s spring offensive, the 
U.S. Command announced today. 

The U.S. Command also announced that the number 
of American wounded rose slightly last week. 

The heaviest toll of U.S. deaths since the opening of 
the offensive Feb. 23 was the 453 killed in the first week. 

A U.S. ispobesman said the lower total last week was 
partly due to the failure of the enemy to follow up nightly 
rocket and mortar attacks on U.S. bases -with ground 
attacks on the scale of those in previous weeks. 

[The Pentagon said 31 American servicemen died last 
week of causes not related to combat such as accidents 
and illnesses. The total of suOh deaths in the war is 5565.] 

The number of North Vietnamese and Vietoong MUed 
was down, but South Vietnamese casualties were up 
slightly. 

Following are the casualty figures for the last two 
weeks as reported by the U.S. and South Vietnamese 


comm'ainds; 

DEAD WOUNDED 

March 22 March 15 March 22 March 15 

U.S 251 351 1302 1401 

South Vietnamese . . 337 325 1537 1156 

1 Communist 4336 4137* — — 

♦Revised. — ^Not available. 


